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Marcb 21» 1922. 



My dear Major Chairchill: / / 

T.'lth reference to ;^our note, received here the 
13th instant, regarding the question of a distinguished service 
medal for Colonel G eorge ga byan, I am unable to locate anything 

from you. 

The only information found in our files regarding 
the matter is that contained in the letter fran this office. 

May 7, 1920, to Colonel Fabyan, copy enclosed. 

Very truly yours. 



1 Incl. 



George 0, Squier, 

Major General, 

Chief Signal Officer of the Array. 



Major Marlborough Churchill, 

Military Intelligence Division, 
General Staff, 
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WAR DEPARTMENT, ^ 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 



WASHINCTON. 

3inv;-pr 



Bistin^i shed Service I..ed; 1, 



;.'"rch Id, lydS. 



To: 



iiajor Joseph 0. ...-ubor^e, Hdors. 6th Gor\.'S .rea, 181J ... re ’S'liLf;’ 
Chicago, Illinois. 



1, 'ihe fixing of --prii 7th, ld23, as the ti:xo limit 
.on the awarding of decorations for service oerformed during 
the recent war, has brought to the ■ ttention of the Chief 
Signal Officer, the desirability of considering the (uestion 
as to whether or not thei'e are members of the Sianal Joi'g'S 
v;ho have not received an award of the Jis.tingoiisned lei'vice 
Medal to which they are justly entitled. He h; s therefore 
directed me to request you to subm.it .as soon as possible 
the nam.es with any attendant details wnich m.ay be :~t your 
disposal of any Signal Corps officers whom, you consider were 
overlooked in the matter of decorations. It will be greatly 
appreciated if you will consider this tixtter - t once : nd 
forward to this office any views which you m-.y have in the 
matter. 



By order of the Chief Biqnial Officer. 



Hq. 6th C.A. , O.Sig.O 
1923. - TO the C.3.0. 




:.hjor, Bi-'^'n 1 Corps. 
1st Ind. 

, 1819 W. Pershing Rd., Chicago, 111 
of the Array, Washington, D.C. 



J OM LN 
, March 



21 /, 

/ 




1. I can submit no names of Signal Corps officers whom I j 
consider eligible for tlie Distinfjuished Service Medal. 

f 

/ 

2. In connection with the aivard of the Pistinguished Se'rvice 
Medal, hov/ever, it is believed that action should be taken without delay 
by the Chief Signal Officer in the case of Colon el Ceorge Fabyan of 
Ceneva, Illinois, vdiose patriotic expenditure of money and the time of 
his establishnent at Geneva, Illinois, during the war, in my estimation. 




1 
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(1st Ind. , :lont*d) 



merits the si’.vara of the Distinguished Service I.'.edal . 

3. During r.;y incumbency in the Office of the Chief Signal 

Officer, 1 at one time started a recommendation for securing the 
Distinguished Service liedal for Colonel George Pabyan. The papers should 
be somewhere in the files of the Engineering & Research Division, if not 
in the main files* negotiations for the reoorn?!«ndation had proceeded to 
tiie following ijoint: Several letters v/ere exchringed between myself, rep- 

resenting the Chief Sif;n.al Officer of the Army, and the then Chief of the 
.Military Intelligence Section of the General Staff, Colonel Van Deraan , 
who had been materially assisted by the worlc of Colonel Pabyan 's cipher 
bureau. The outcome was that the Chief of Liilitary Intelligence said that 
If the Chief Signal Officer of the Army would initiate the recommendation 
to The Adjut-int General , he would more thsm gladly indorse such recom- 
mendation for the award of the Distinguished Service Lledal to Colonel 
Pabyan. The matter hung fire in the Office of the Chief Signal Officer 
for some time, although General Squier seemed to be satisfied to mane 

the recom.raendation. About that tine, however, the time limit for filing 
claims, then in operation, was closed, .and the recommendation failed to 
reach the Generjil Staff, 

4. I understand that some time recently a search was made in 
the Office of the Chief Sif^nal Officer for papers be.aring on this subject, 
but that the search was unsuccessful. This I cannot understand, because 
to the best of my knov/ledge and belief, all the papers in the case were 

in the office safe of the Chief of the Engineering i Kese.arch Division. 

Even the form, of citation had been worlced up .and \v.us agree.aole to the 
Chief of the i.'ilit;.u-y Intelligence. 

5. Ti^ere is on file in the Office of the Chief Signal Officer 
a lette.r of commendation written by vj eneral Squier sometime in 1920 or 
1921, which he j^jersonally gave to Colonel P’abyan as a token of aprireciati on 
of the Office of the Chief Signal Officer for the services rendered to his 
■Office during the war. The essence of this letter might be used In the 
recoim'^e.ndation 1‘or the Distinguished Service Medal., if approved by the 
Chief Signal Officer. Inasmuch as the services rendered by Colonel Fabyan's 
cipher laboratories were rendered to more th;in one part of the Government, 
n. 3 mely, both the Sif-jnal Corps and the Military Intelligence of the V/ar 
Department, the Ilaval Corramunications Service of the Navy Department, and 

to the State Department, as v/ell as to the Department of Justice, it is 
felt that no mist.ake will be made in chiving the recommendation the broadest 
possible form, so as to indicate the national character of the distinguished 
services rendered by Colonel Pabyan. 



- E - 
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(1st Ind. , Gont’d) 



6. The faats on v/h.lch the recommendation should be based are 
as follows; Colonel Pabyan, at the outbreak of the war, had a cipher 
laboratory established (\'diich he rapidly expanded), and took over i or 
the United States Qovernrient and the various Departments just irentioned, 
the "breaking" of codes ;and ciphers concerned not only with the operation 
of Geman spies in this country but also the Mexican operations. His 
Cipher Bureau "broke" many messages of great importance to the various 
Departments in Vi/ashington at a cost of absolutely zero to the Government, 
the whole burden of the experise of aaaintaining a cipher laboratory, the 
pay of the employees, their housing, and all other exjjense being borne 

by Colonel. Fabyah.* * In addition. Colonel Fabyan proposed to the War 
Department, and had accepted by the Chief Signal Officer, the proposition 
of sending to Geneva, Illinois, to Colonel Fabyan's laboratory, a number 
of selected Signal Corps officers and men for training in cipher work. 

A very successful course 'was given by Colonel Fabyan’s operatives to the 
selected Signal Corps personnel, at a considerable expanse to Colonel 
Pabyan. The volume of work done by his cipher laboratory was tremendous, 
and his only recompense has been a letter of commendation from the 
Chief Signal Officer of the Army, 

7, I recomrnend that the i-ecomraendation for the Distinguished 
Service Medal be put in sha^je and be submitted without delay to Major 
Ralph V'an Deman, former Chief of the Militfiry Intelligence, as well as 
to the present Department of Militaiy Intelligence, for indorsement and 
concurrence . 

8, It may be argued that Colonel Fabyan does not deserve this 
medal on account of the fact that it v/as his employees who did the work, 
but this view does not recognize the part played by Colonel Fabyan in the 
expenditure of money and time in the organization of his bureau, and in 

a thousand other '.vays, which places the credit for his success on his owm 
shoulders. 

9. If any further data is required from me with reference to 
this recommendation, I shall be glad to forward it v/ithout delay. 



0. MAU'WRGIfc;, 
Jjignal officer. 






o 
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ii'iajor General G. 0. -quier, 

Chief Signal Officer, 

Y/ashington, I>. G. 

My dear General Squier: 

I 3n under tlie impression that some time in 1919 
or 1920 you had under consideration the question of pro- 
rjosing Colonel George labyan, of Riverhanh, Geneva, Illinois, 
for a D.?.— . and that I concurred in v/riting. 

I can find no record of this correspondence in our 

files. 

Do your files throv/ any light u^-on it, or do you 
personally recollect anything about it? 

Very sincerely yours. 



1... Chui’chill, 
lajor. General ""taff. 



hai) 




o 
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.2Ql.JFa.byflji4...Gao . Col. 

Bn gl ,‘D I V I s lo N 

ing and Research 



WAR DEPARTMENT. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER. 
WASHINGTON. 



7 May, 1920 



From; 



The Chief Signal Officer of the Army 



To: 



S 

Colonel George Fabyan, Riverbank Laboratories, 
Geneva, Illinois 



Sub^^ect: V/ork of Riverbank Laboratories for the Signal 

Corps during the V/orld War 



1. The time has come when the Chief Sigial Officer of the 
Army feels that he should express to Colonel Fabyan and his personnel 
at the Riverbank Laboratories, the profound admiration and thanks of 
the Signal Corps for the distinguished services rendered to the 
United States during the World War by Colonel Fabyan and his Cipher 
Laboratories, not only in connection with the work accomplished on the 
cipher problems submitted to these Laboratories by the Signal Corps, 
but also in connection with the training facilities and instruction in 
code and cipher provided by Colonel Fabyan for Signal Corps officers 
without expense to the Government. 

2. The greatest achievanents of the Riverbank Laboratories, 
in the opinion of the Signal Corps were, first, the successful attack 

on the printing telegraph cipher as at first employed by the Signal 
Corps, and, second, the unassailable and highly scientific analysis and 
preparation of a method demonstrating the possibility of successfully 
attacking the same cipher If the cipher indicators of the t\vo key tapes 
were encoded by e method prepared by the Military Intelligence Department 
of the Army. 



3. That all of this work end work on numerous other pro- 

blems which was of inestimable value to the Government of the United 
States, was carried on at a great expense to Colonel Fabyan, end without 
expense to the United States, is a noteworthy fact which brings us to 
the acknowledgment that not only has Colonel Fabyan proved to be a great 
public benefactor, but he has demonstrated again, that the civilian who 
does not don the uniform in time of public peril may accomplish as 
great things for the benefit of the Governroe^ as many who fight 
in the front line trenches against the enemy, f j 

G^rge p. Squior,\ 

Ji^or General, U. 3. A 
Chief Signal Officer. 









